
In the Middle , relics were considered extremely powerful. They were

believed to be the remains or  of saints and other holy �gures. People

thought that these relics could perform , such as healing the sick or

providing protection during battles. The  played a central role in the

lives of people during this time, and it used relics to enhance its in uence. Many

 traveled long distances to see and venerate these holy items, often at

great personal expense and . This pilgrimage was seen as a way to

show devotion and, in some cases, could even reduce one's time in .

Churches and monasteries that housed famous relics became wealthy from the donations of

grateful pilgrims. The  of a signi�cant relic could elevate the status

of an otherwise unremarkable town. In England, the shrine of Saint Thomas

 at Canterbury Cathedral was among the most famous pilgrimage

sites. His martyrdom, for defying the king, made him a  of the

church's power and independence. Relics also played a part in the politics of the time. Kings

and  would seek to acquire them to legitimize their rule or gain divine

favor. The  of relics, however, was not without its critics. Some

reformers argued that the  had become corrupt and distracted from

the true essence of Christian faith. Despite this, the fascination with 

continued throughout the Middle Ages, highlighting their signi�cant role in medieval society

and the church's .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


