
The Protestant  had a profound impact on society, including the world

of art. Before the Reformation, art in Europe was largely focused on religious themes, with the

 being a major patron. Artists created magni�cent paintings,

sculptures, and buildings to glorify God and the saints. However, with the rise of Protestantism, led

by �gures like , there was a shift in the type of art being produced.

Luther and other reformers criticized the church for its , including

its use of art to display wealth and power. As a result, Protestant art became more

, focusing on biblical themes that directly communicated religious

messages to the people.

This change meant that many traditional subjects, such as the  and

the saints, were no longer as prevalent in Protestant regions. Instead, emphasis was placed on

scenes from the , especia'y those that emphasized personal faith and

the direct relationship between the individual and God.  also became

more popular, re(ecting the Protestant value of the individual's role in their own salvation. The

 played a crucial role in this new art movement, a'owing for the mass

production of biblical texts and images that could be distributed widely, thus promoting

 and personal engagement with the scriptures.

One of the most signi�cant changes was in church decor. Protestant churches were much less

ornate than their Catholic counterparts, often  elaborate decoration

for plain wa's that did not distract from worship. This did not mean that

 was less valued; rather, it served a di.erent purpose. Art was now

meant to educate and inspire the faithful directly, without the  of the

church hierarchy. The Reformation thus led to a democratization of art, making it more accessible

and relatable to the average .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


