
In the 17th century, the  experienced a period of great wealth and

cultural achievement, known as the Dutch Golden Age. This  was

characterized by a #ourishing of the arts, sciences, and trade. Among the various art forms,

 stood out for its incredible , use of light,

and subject matter that captured everyday life. Artists like ,

Vermeer, and Hals were masters of realism, depicting scenes with a level of accuracy and

emotional  that was unpara'eled. They focused on ordinary subjects,

from domestic interiors and sti' lifes to landscapes and . This

approach marked a signi(cant departure from the religious and mythological themes

prevalent in other parts of Europe. The  painters were also renowned

for their ski' in using  and shadow to create a sense of depth and

realism. The , or wealthy merchant class, played a key role in the art

scene, commissioning  that re#ected their status and interests.

Unlike the commissioned portraits of  and nobility in other

countries, Dutch portraits were often of ordinary people. The popularity of

 paintings, which depicted scenes of daily life, also re#ected the

democratization of  during this period. Additiona'y, the Dutch

exce'ed in creating  that showcased the beauty of their natural

surroundings. This era of art was not just about beauty; it also served as a

 to the society, re#ecting its values, wealth, and the everyday life of

its . Overa', the realism of Dutch art in the 17th century remains a

testament to the ski' and  of its artists, who brought the ordinary

into extraordinary focus.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


