
The Enlightenment was a  of profound inte�ectual movement in the

17th and 18th centuries. It emphasized , logic, and individualism rather

than tradition. Key thinkers like  and 

cha�enged the status quo, inspiring a wave of literature that re#ected these new ideas. This era was
marked by a  from religious and royal authority to scienti%c and

empirical understanding.
In literature, the Enlightenment brought about a  in how stories and

characters were developed. Writers focused on human  and rational

thought. Novels like "Robinson Crusoe" by  demonstrated the

Enlightenment's focus on individualism and self-reliance. Similarly, 

became popular as a way to critique society and politics through wit and irony.
Enlightenment literature also sparked a  about women's rights and

education. Authors like  argued for equality and women's inte�ectual

development. This was a signi%cant  from previous periods where

women's roles were largely con%ned to domestic spheres.
Moreover, this era witnessed the growth of , which aimed to gather and

disseminate knowledge widely. , for instance, was instrumental in

compiling and editing the %rst modern encyclopedia, re#ecting the Enlightenment's commitment to
education and knowledge-sharing.
Another key aspect was the  of colonialism and slavery. Enlightenment

writers began to question and condemn the morality of these practices, which was revolutionary at
the time.
In conclusion, the Enlightenment was a turning point in literature, characterized by an emphasis on
rationalism, individual rights, and a  to traditional authority. Its legacy

is evident in the modern emphasis on critical thinking and empirical evidence in understanding our
world.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


