
The Sea Dogs were English privateers during the  Age of Exploration. They

were authorized by Queen Elizabeth I to attack and plunder enemy ships. This was a way to weaken

, which was England's main rival at the time. The Sea Dogs played a crucial

role in expanding England's in$uence and .

One of the most famous Sea Dogs was Sir Francis Drake. He was known for his daring raids and

circumnavigation of the . Drake's successes brought him great fame and

fortune. Another we(-known Sea Dog was Sir John . He was a pioneer in the

transatlantic slave trade and also led many successful .

The Sea Dogs operated under a system known as privateering. This was essentia(y legal piracy.

They had a letter of , a document that authorized them to capture enemy

vessels. The spoils from these captures were shared between the  and the

privateers. This arrangement was bene+cial for both the English monarchy and the Sea Dogs.

Their  were not without controversy. Spain viewed the Sea Dogs as nothing

more than pirates. The tensions between  and Spain eventua(y led to the

Anglo-Spanish War. Despite the risks, the Sea Dogs continued their operations, driven by the

 of wealth and adventure.

The impact of the Sea Dogs extended beyond their military . They helped

to establish new trade routes and colonies. Their voyages contributed to the

 of the world, enhancing geographic knowledge. The Sea Dogs were seen as

 by many in England, symbolizing the spirit of exploration and conquest.

In summary, the  were a signi+cant force during the Elizabethan Age of

Exploration. Their actions had lasting e.ects on global , warfare, and the

expansion of the British Empire. Their legacy is a testament to the daring and adventurous

 of the time.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


