
During the Elizabethan Age of Exploration, privateers played a signi�cant role.
 were private ships authorized by the government to attack enemy vessels.

They were di!erent from pirates because they had  of marque, legal

documents that a#owed them to capture ships from hostile nations.
One of the most famous Elizabethan privateers was Sir Francis . He led

many successful raids against the Spanish, bringing wealth back to England. His most notable
achievement was the  of the globe, which took place between 1577 and 1580.

Drake's voyages were �#ed with adventure and , but they also brought great

riches and prestige to England.
The primary target of the privateers was the Spanish . At that time, Spain

was the dominant maritime power, contro#ing vast territories in the New World. The
 of the Spanish empire was mainly derived from the gold and silver mines

in the Americas. By attacking Spanish ships and , privateers like Drake

disrupted Spanish trade routes and weakened their control over the .

Queen Elizabeth I supported the privateers because they provided a way to expand English
 without the costs of a standing navy. Privateers shared a portion of their

loot with the Crown, which helped fund further  and military campaigns.

This relationship between the privateers and the monarchy was mutua#y bene�cial.
Privateering also had a signi�cant  on English society. The in5ux of wealth

from captured Spanish treasures contributed to the economic growth of .

Many privateers used their fortunes to invest in new ventures, further fueling the age of exploration and
discovery.
The era of Elizabethan  eventua#y came to an end in the early 17th century

with the signing of treaties and the rise of more formal naval . However,

the legacy of these sea adventurers continued to in5uence naval tactics and exploration for years to
come.
In conclusion, privateers were crucial to the  of the Elizabethan Age of

Exploration. They not only disrupted enemy nations but also brought wealth and
 to England, helping to pave the way for future maritime dominance.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


