
In the 17th century, the  was known for its wealth and cultural

achievements, especia�y in the �eld of art. Dutch artists became famous for their attention to

detail, use of light, and the depth of  they could portray in their

subjects. Among the most celebrated aspects of Dutch art from this period is

. These portraits were not just simple representations; they were

rich with symbolism, , and social status. Wealthy merchants,

in%uential , and prominent families commissioned artists to capture

their likenesses. This demand led to an explosion of talent and innovation among painters.

Rembrandt van Rijn, one of the most renowned artists, was adept at capturing the

 of human expressions, making his portraits feel alive. His use of

 and shadow, known as chiaroscuro, added a dramatic e)ect that

highlighted the features and inner lives of his subjects. Another notable artist, Frans Hals,

brought a sense of  and spontaneity to his portraits, which was quite

ahead of his time. Johannes Vermeer, although more known for his interior scenes, also

contributed signi�cantly with a few but exquisitely detailed . These

artists and their contemporaries played a crucial role in developing a

 Dutch style that emphasized individuality and the human experience.

The popularity of portraiture also re%ected the democratic spirit of the time, a�owing not

only the elite but also the burgeoning middle class to commission .

This era, therefore, marked a signi�cant shift in who could be the subject of art, making it

more accessible and re%ective of a wider range of society. The legacy of 17th-century Dutch

portraiture continues to in%uence artists and captivate art lovers around the

.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


