
Every year, thousands of people traveled to sacred sites across . These

journeys, known as pilgrimages, were not only a demonstration of , but also

a crucial part of medieval society. Pilgrims visited places like Canterbury, where the shrine of

Saint  Becket attracted many. Such sites were believed to hold miraculous

powers for healing and spiritual .

The church played a central role in promoting these pilgrimages. It taught that making a

pilgrimage could reduce one's time in . Moreover, the journeys were

opportunities for the church to showcase relics of saints, which drew large numbers of

. The relics were thought to be imbued with holy properties, making them

highly revered.

Local  often depended heavily on the in%ux of pilgrims. Inns, markets, and

even  grew around the most popular pilgrimage sites. This economic aspect

made towns with religious signi'cance wealthy and politica(y .

Pilgrimages also contributed to the spread of ideas and cultures. As pilgrims traveled, they

exchanged  and experiences, which helped in the dissemination of di*erent

cultural and religious . This exchange was crucial in an era where few other

forms of long-distance  existed.

Despite the hardships of travel during this period, including the risks of 

and banditry, the spiritual rewards promised by the church motivated many to undertake these

arduous . Through these pilgrimages, the church not only strengthened its

 over the people but also reinforced the idea of a co(ective Christian

.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


