
The  were a series of religious wars between Christians and Muslims,

starting primarily to secure  of holy sites considered sacred by both

groups. In the Middle Ages,  was a crucial aspect of Christian life, with

many undertaking long journeys to visit and pray at sites associated with the life of Jesus. The city

of  was especia!y signi"cant, as it was the location of the Holy Sepulchre,

believed to be the site of Jesus' cruci"xion and .

When the Seljuk Turks took control of Jerusalem, Christians were often prevented from visiting.

This situation led to the  ca!ing for the First Crusade in 1095, to help

the Byzantine Empire reclaim land from Muslim control and to reopen Jerusalem to Christian

pilgrims. Among the many who responded to this ca! were knights from ,

motivated by religious fervor, the promise of papal indulgences, and the lure of land and wealth in

the .

These English knights played signi"cant roles in various Crusades. Their involvement highlights the

interconnectedness of  and warfare during this era. The journey to the

Holy Land was not only a military campaign but also a form of , ful"!ing

a spiritual mission to reclaim sacred land for Christendom.

Despite the often brutal , the Crusades had a lasting impact on European

society. They led to increased  with the Middle East, the spread of new

ideas and technologies, and the establishment of Crusader  in the region.

However, the ultimate goal of contro!ing Jerusalem 2uctuated over the centuries, with the

 changing hands multiple times.

The English knights'  in the Crusades also had signi"cant consequences

back home. It helped to shape a national  around military prowess and

devout Christianity. This era forged links between pilgrimage, warfare, and knightly

 that would in2uence English culture for years to come.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


