
During the , the relationship between

 and religion underwent signi�cant changes, particularly with

the onset of the . This period saw the rise of powerful

 who played a crucial role in shaping the cultural and religious

landscape. One of the most in�uential �gures of this time was ,

whose ideas sparked the Reformation and cha�enged the 

authority. Patrons, often members of the  or wealthy

, funded artists to create works that re�ected Reformation

themes. Art became a tool for , spreading new religious ideas

and criticisms of the Church through visual means. ,

sculptures, and  of the era often contained symbols and

messages that supported Lutheran beliefs or criticized the Church's practices. The use of

vernacular language in  translations made religious texts

more accessible to the general public, further supported by i�ustrations that were

commissioned by these patrons. This democratization of religious knowledge was a direct

cha�enge to the Catholic Church, which had previously contro�ed religious interpretation. The

 also played a signi�cant role, a�owing for the mass production

of , pamphlets, and books that spread Reformation ideas along

with art reproductions. Through patronage, artists like  the

Elder became instrumental in de�ning a visual culture that supported the Reformation's goals,

blending religious reform with artistic innovation.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


