
In the 17th century, the Dutch Republic experienced a period of great

 and cultural growth. This era, often ca�ed the Dutch Golden Age,

was marked by a #ourishing in , science, and trade. Unlike other

parts of Europe, where the  and nobility were the main patrons of

art, in the Dutch Republic, it was the wealthy  and middle-class

citizens who played this role. These patrons preferred artworks that re#ected their own

 and values, leading to a high demand for portraits, landscapes, and

scenes of everyday .

Artists like Rembrandt, Vermeer, and Frans Hals became famous for their ability to capture

the  of the age. Rembrandt, for instance, was known for his deep

 insight into his subjects, as we� as his innovative use of light and

shadow. The  for art was not limited to the wealthy; even ordinary

citizens co�ected art, leading to a diverse and vibrant art .

This unique patronage system encouraged a wide variety of  and

subjects, from the detailed sti� life paintings that showcased the exotic goods brought back by

Dutch traders, to the intimate interior scenes known as  paintings.

The freedom and support artists received a�owed them to experiment and develop new

techniques, contributing to the enduring legacy of Dutch Golden Age

.

This period of artistic innovation was closely tied to the Dutch spirit of

 and exploration, both in the physical world through their naval

achievements and in the realm of ideas through their  to the

Enlightenment. The legacy of this time is sti� evident today in museums and co�ections

around the , where the works of Dutch Golden Age artists continue

to fascinate and inspire.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


