
Oral  play a crucial role in New Zealand's literature, particularly in

preserving the  culture. Before the written word, storyte�ing was the

primary method of passing , history, and values from one generation

to the next. These stories often include myths, legends, and  that

explain the natural world and the place of humans within it. One famous

 is about Maui, a demigod who is said to have "shed up the North

, known as Te Ika-a-Maui. This legend, like many others, is not just a

tale but a re'ection of the Maori's deep  with their environment. Oral

traditions also include chants, songs, and  that are integral to

various ceremonies and social gatherings. Through these , important

aspects of Maori life, such as genealogy and land rights, are communicated. The

, a type of ancient Maori war dance that is now performed at public

events and international sports , is another example of oral

tradition that has gained global recognition. Despite the introduction of written

, oral stories remain vital in keeping the Maori language and culture

alive. They provide a unique  on the world, emphasizing communal

values and the interconnectedness of a� living things. In  and

cultural programs, these stories are sti� taught to ensure that the rich heritage of New

Zealand is preserved for future . Thus, oral traditions are not just

relics of the past but are a living, breathing aspect of New Zealand's national

.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


