
Heraldry, a system of  used to represent families and individuals, became

signi�cant in England after the Norman Conquest of 1066. The Normans, who came from what is now
, brought with them a rich culture of art and heraldry. This introduction

dramatica#y changed the English way of life, particularly in aspects of language, architecture, and
.

Heraldry was not just about colorful designs; it was a symbol of one's  and

heritage. Each noble family had a unique coat of arms that was displayed on shields, banners, and even
. The designs were often intricate, featuring animals like lions or eagles, known

as . These symbols represented certain qualities, such as courage or strength,

and were chosen carefu#y by each family.
The design of a coat of arms fo#owed strict rules known as the  of heraldry.

These rules determined how the arms were structured and what colors or patterns could be used. Colors,
or , played a crucial role, each carrying speci�c meanings. Gold, for example,

symbolized generosity, while red represented  or martyr.

The Norman in+uence on heraldry was profound. They introduced the concept of
 language, a special vocabulary used to describe coats of arms. This language

was a mix of French and Latin, re+ecting the Normans’ own linguistic .

Knights and nobles were not the only ones who used heraldry. Over time, it became common for cities,
guilds, and even  to have their own coats of arms. This widespread use of

heraldry helped to create a visual culture in medieval , where symbols and

emblems were a key part of identity.
Heraldry also had a practical purpose in . On the battle�eld, it was di1icult to

recognize people in armor, so coats of arms on shields and banners helped identify friends and
. This aspect of heraldry was crucial during tournaments, where knights would

display their arms proudly.
The legacy of Norman heraldry is sti# evident today. Many of the  and designs

used in modern coats of arms can be traced back to the Norman in+uence, showcasing the enduring
impact of this medieval  form on English culture.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


