
In the early days, New Zealand's legal system was shaped by  in�uences,

integrating into the existing Maori customs known as . When the Treaty

of Waitangi was signed in 1840, it marked a pivotal  in New Zealand's

legal history, establishing a partnership between the Maori and the 

Crown. The treaty aimed to protect Maori rights to their lands, forests, (sheries, and treasures

while giving the  the right to govern and introduce British law. However,

di+erences in understanding and interpretation led to numerous 

disputes.

These disputes often resulted in con�icts, as Maori and European settlers had di+ering views on

land ownership and . The New Zealand Wars in the mid-19th century were

a direct consequence of these , profoundly impacting the legal

landscape. During this period, several key pieces of legislation were passed, such as the New

 Constitution Act of 1852, which established the country's (rst

parliamentary framework and legal .

The Native Land Acts, beginning in 1862, attempted to resolve land disputes by introducing a

European legal process for determining land . However, these acts often

favored European settlers and led to signi(cant losses of Maori land, exacerbating tensions and

. In response to these issues, the Waitangi Tribunal was established in

1975 to address  related to the Treaty of Waitangi and provide a

mechanism for .

The role of law in early New Zealand history is a story of two vastly di+erent legal

 coming together, sometimes clashing, but ultimately contributing to

the unique legal  that exists today. This system continues to evolve, with

ongoing e+orts to recognize and respect the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi and the

 of a8 New Zealanders.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


