
New Amsterdam was initia�y settled by the Dutch in the early 17th century. This sma�

 was a part of the Dutch West India Company's attempt to capitalize on the

North American fur trade. Located on the southern  of Manhattan Island, it

became a crucial port for ships traveling between the Netherlands and the New World. The

 aimed to expand their in(uence through trade and commerce, not just in North

America, but globa�y.

The  in New Amsterdam established relationships with local Native American

tribes. They traded tools, pots, and beads for , which were highly valued in

Europe. The colony served as a melting pot of , with not only Dutch but also

Wa�oons, Jews, and Africans contributing to its . This cultural integration was

somewhat unusual compared to other European  at the time.

Governance in New Amsterdam was initia�y carried out by Peter , who famously

purchased Manhattan from the local tribes. His administration set the groundwork for a community that

valued  and development. The colony's strategic location helped it become a

bustling economic hub, despite its relatively sma� .

In 1664, English forces seized New Amsterdam without a 2ght and renamed it ,

after the Duke of York. This takeover was part of larger territorial disputes between major European

powers. The English  transformed the city, emphasizing trade with the British

colonies and Europe. The legacy of Dutch , however, remained visible in New

York's commitment to commerce and open trade .

Today, the in(uence of New Amsterdam is evident in New York City's modern .

Street names, architecture, and the city's cultural  re(ect this early period of

colonial history. New Amsterdam's role during the age of exploration and colonization highlights the

 of early settlements on the development of what would become major urban

centers in the United .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


