
During the  period, music played a crucial role in both the court and

the daily lives of the people. King  I, who succeeded Queen Elizabeth I,

was a patron of the arts, but it was under his son,  I, that court music

�ourished. Composers like  Byrd and Thomas Tomkins were

celebrated for their contributions. Music served not only as entertainment but also as a

means of  during political and religious upheavals.

In churches, the organ became a prominent feature, and  music

evolved signi%cantly. The , however, viewed music and other forms of

entertainment with suspicion, leading to a more austere musical landscape during the

Commonwealth period under  Cromwe&.

After the  of Charles II to the throne, music in England experienced a

renaissance. The king's fondness for elaborate performances reintroduced the joy and

grandeur of music into public life. Opera began to gain popularity, with

 Purce& emerging as a key %gure. His work "Dido and Aeneas" is sti&

celebrated today as a masterpiece of early English .

Folk music also re�ected the changing times, with ba&ads te&ing stories of love, war, and

social commentary. Instruments like the  and the lute were common

in homes, enabling people to partake in music-making regardless of their social status.

By the end of the Stuart period, music had become an integral part of English

, leaving a lasting legacy that in�uenced future generations. It

highlighted the power of music to re�ect and shape societal ,

emotions, and political climates.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


