
In medieval England,  played a crucial role not just in the religious life of the

country, but also in its social and economic structures. These  were often the heart

of communities, providing education, hospitality, and spiritual guidance. Monasteries were known for their
, which housed co�ections of important texts, making them centers of

 and knowledge preservation. The people living in these monastic communities,

known as , dedicated their lives to religious service, study, and manual labor,

fo�owing the rules set out by their . The Benedictine Order, for example,

emphasized a balanced life of prayer and work, a principle encapsulated in their 

"Ora et Labora" (Pray and Work).
Monasteries also played a signi*cant role in , with vast tracts of land under their

control. They introduced advanced  techniques, which increased productivity and

contributed to the development of the surrounding . The monastic gardens were not

only places of beauty but also experimentation grounds for , where monks would

grow medicinal herbs alongside food crops.
One of the most signi*cant  of monasteries was to healthcare. Many monasteries

ran  for the sick and the poor, providing care regardless of one's ability to pay. This

charitable work was an integral  of their mission to serve God by serving humanity.

Monasteries also contributed to the , commissioning works of architecture,

sculpture, and painting that remain important cultural treasures today. The  of

cathedrals and churches was often overseen by monasteries, leading to the development of new architectural
 and techniques.

Despite their contributions, monasteries faced cha�enges and criticism, particularly for their wealth and the
power they wielded. This culminated in the  of the Monasteries in the 16th century,

when King Henry VIII seized their assets, dramatica�y altering the landscape of religious and social life in
.

In summary, monasteries were multifaceted institutions that had a profound impact on medieval English
. They were not only religious centers but also hubs of education, healthcare, and

innovation.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


