
In medieval England,  was a time of joy and celebration. People

believed it was a special day where the  stood sti�. This day

marked the summer , the longest day of the year. Vi�agers would

gather to light a large . It was thought that the !re had magical

properties and could purify and protect them. They also decorated their homes and streets
with  and , bringing nature into their

lives.
One of the most important aspects of Midsummer was the  they

co�ected. People believed that herbs picked at Midsummer had strong
 powers. They would gather plants like St. John's

, lavender, and thyme. It was also a time for

. Young girls often tried to see their future husbands in the

(ames or through other rituals.
Feasting was a big part of the celebration. Vi�ages prepared special dishes and shared

 with everyone. Dancing around the bon!re was common, and so

were  and singing.

Another interesting tradition was the . A wheel wrapped in straw

and set on !re was ro�ed down a hi�. This symbolized the sun's movement across the sky.
The church also played a role in Midsummer celebrations. They added a Christian layer to this
pagan festival by celebrating the birth of St. John the  around the

same time.
Midsummer was not just a celebration; it was a way for the community to come together and
mark the passage of  in a meaningful way. It blended pagan

customs with new Christian beliefs, creating a unique festival that was eagerly awaited each
year.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


