
In the 17th century, the  experienced a period of great wealth and cultural

growth, known as the Golden Age. This era was marked by signi cant achievements in
, science, military prowess, and especia"y art. Unlike other parts of

Europe, where the church and nobility were the primary patrons of the arts, in the Netherlands, it
was the  who played a crucial role in supporting artists. This burgeoning

class, comprised of merchants, professionals, and administrators, had amassed enough
 to decorate their homes with art that re&ected their values and

interests.
As a result, Dutch artists focused on themes that resonated with this new audience. Genres such as

, landscapes, and domestic scenes became incredibly popular. These

subjects were not chosen at random but were imbued with symbols and meanings relevant to the
lives of the middle-class viewers. A  of a lavish meal, for example, could

signify the wealth and prosperity of the owner, while also reminding viewers of the importance of
moderation.
One of the most celebrated artists of this time was  van Rijn, known for

his profound portraits and historical scenes that captured the human condition with unprecedented
depth. Another notable  gure was Johannes , whose meticulous depictions

of domestic life provided a window into the private worlds of the Dutch middle class.
Artists also innovated in the  eld of  painting, presenting the Dutch

countryside and cities in idealized forms that celebrated the nation's harmony and prosperity.
These works often included moral lessons, subtly reminding  of the values

that underpinned their society.
This shift in art patronage from the aristocracy and the church to the middle class not only
democratized  but also led to a &ourishing of genres and styles that spoke

directly to the experiences and aspirations of a wider segment of society. The legacy of this
 is a testament to the transformative power of the middle class in

shaping cultural and artistic landscapes.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


