
In the early Middle Ages,  emerged as one of the most powerful kingdoms in

Anglo-Saxon England. Its  stretched across the heart of what is now modern

England, dominating its  through military might and strategic marriages.

The kingdom was known for its , who were  erce in battle and loyal to their

leaders. Mercia's rulers, like the famous King , were ambitious and ski$ed in

diplomacy, often marrying their daughters to princes of other kingdoms to secure a$iances. The

 O&a built, a great earthwork stretching over 150 miles, was a testament to

their power and a means to control  and assert territorial boundaries.

Under Mercian rule, trade and economy ,ourished, with  becoming bustling

centers of commerce. Art and  also saw signi cant advancements, with

Mercian craftspeople highly regarded for their work in metal and stone. The

 played a crucial role in society, with Mercia becoming a

 for religious learning and missionary work. Its leaders, like Archbishop

, were pivotal in spreading Christianity throughout the kingdom and beyond.

Despite its , Mercia's dominance was not uncha$enged. It faced frequent

skirmishes and wars with neighboring kingdoms, such as , and external

threats from Viking invaders. The kingdom's landscape was dotted with ,

built to defend against these threats. Over time, however, internal strife and the growing

 of rivals like Wessex led to Mercia's decline. By the end of the Anglo-Saxon

, Mercia had lost much of its former glory, becoming a part of the uni ed

England under King  the Great. Yet, the legacy of Mercia's golden age

continued to in,uence English history, culture, and  long after its fa$.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


