
During the Viking Age, the kingdom of  played a crucial role in the

defense and political landscape of England. Vikings began raiding  in

the late 8th century, targeting monasteries and wealthy towns. Mercia, with its rich lands and

strategic , became a prime target for these Norse warriors. The

Mercian rulers, such as King , had to adapt quickly to the new threat.

They built forti#cations and formed a$iances to protect their kingdom. The

, a term used to describe the area under Viking control, included

parts of Mercia at times, in%uencing its culture and . Mercian

leaders, like Lady Aethel%aed, King Alfred the Great's daughter, took a proactive stance

against the . She is remembered for her e+orts in building forti#ed

towns, known as , throughout Mercia. These burhs were not just

military strongholds but also became thriving  of trade and

governance. The cooperation between Mercia and its neighbor  was

pivotal in the eventual uni#cation of England. Despite the destruction and cha$enges brought

by the Viking , Mercia's resilience and strategic responses

signi#cantly shaped the course of English history. The  of Viking

settlers in Mercia led to a blending of Norse and Anglo-Saxon cultures, which had a lasting

 on the region's social fabric. The legacy of the Viking Age in Mercia

is a testament to the adaptability and  of its people during a period of

immense change and uncertainty.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


