
During the Middle Ages,  were signi�cant in the lives of many English

women. They o�ered a unique alternative to the traditional roles of 

or mother. In these religious communities, women had the opportunity to learn to

 and write, which was rare outside convent wa!s. Nuns often became

ski!ed in  medicine, providing care for the sick. Some convents even

a!owed women to become  or scribes, roles typica!y reserved for

men.

Convents served as centers for , especia!y for daughters of the

nobility. Girls were sent there to learn etiquette, religion, and sometimes even

 or art. The in(uence of these institutions was not limited to spiritual

matters. They often managed  and engaged in trade, demonstrating

women's capabilities in leadership and economic management.

Not a! women in convents had taken holy vows. Some were , dedicated

to the church from a young age by their families. Others were  who

sought refuge and a community after the loss of their husbands. The life of a nun was not

easy, characterized by strict schedules, , and hard work. However, it

provided a sense of  and purpose that many women could not �nd

elsewhere.

The legacy of these medieval  is often overshadowed by their male

counterparts. Yet, they played a crucial role in the preservation of knowledge and culture

during a time when opportunities for women were limited. Convents were not just places of

seclusion; they were beacons of , empowerment, and community for

medieval English women.

name: class: date: 


	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


