
In medieval England,  played a crucial role in the development of towns and

the expansion of trade. These coastal cities were the gateways for importing

 from abroad and exporting local produce, which contributed to their

growth and prosperity. Among these,  emerged as a signi�cant trading

center, thanks to its strategic location on the Thames River. Goods like ,

the backbone of the English economy, were shipped from here to various parts of

.

Ports also facilitated cultural and technological exchanges. Mariners and traders brought back not

just  and spices, but also ideas that stimulated innovations in various �elds.

The design of  evolved, becoming more robust and capable of longer

voyages. This period saw the rise of the Hanseatic , a powerful a&iance of

port cities that dominated trade across the North Sea and the .

The )ourishing trade contributed to the development of infrastructure in these port cities.

 sprung up, attracting traders and artisans who settled nearby, leading to

the  of urban areas. The increased revenue a&owed for the construction of

 and forti�cations, providing security against pirates and rival towns.

However, the prosperity of port cities also made them targets for raids. ,

in particular, were known to attack coastal towns to plunder wealth. This led to the development of

navies and further forti�ed the  of ports in medieval military strategy.

Despite these cha&enges, port  continued to thrive and were instrumental

in shaping the economic landscape of medieval England. They were centers of

, power, and innovation, laying the groundwork for the nation’s future as a

global maritime .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


