
In Medieval Ireland,  were more than just animals; they were a symbol

of wealth and status. Families measured their wealth by the number of cattle they owned. This

made cattle highly desirable and a target for . These cattle raids were

not just random acts of theft; they were deeply embedded in Irish .

The most famous tale of cattle raiding is the Táin Bó Cúailnge, which means "The Cattle Raid

of ". It te&s the story of a great battle sparked by the theft of a prized

bu&. In this , the warrior Cú Chulainn plays a signi)cant role, defending

the land of Ulster against the armies of .

Cattle raids were often led by the  of di+erent clans. They would gather

their warriors and plan a raid on a neighboring . Success in these raids

was a matter of  and pride. It wasn't just about stealing cattle; it was

about demonstrating strength and .

The raids were not always . Sometimes, they were more like a game,

with rules and a sense of fair play. The stolen cattle had to be driven back to the raider's land,

and if they were recaptured before reaching home, they had to be returned. This aspect of the

raids highlights their role as a social and  tool in Medieval Irish society.

Women also played a role in these stories. They were often the peacemakers, negotiating the

return of stolen  or calming tensions between clans. This re/ects the

importance of women in Irish , not just as caretakers, but as in/uential

)gures in maintaining social .

Today, these stories and traditions are an integral part of Irish . They

te& us a lot about the values and societal structure of Medieval Ireland, where cattle were

more than just livestock; they were central to life and .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


