
Medieval heraldry was more than just an art form; it was a system of symbols and colors used

to identify  and families. In England, this practice became popular in

the 12th century, serving as a means of identi cation in battles and tournaments. Each

 of arms was unique, featuring a combination of symbols, patterns,

and colors that conveyed speci c meanings. The most recognizable part of heraldry is the

shield, often adorned with lions, eagles, and other . These animals were

not chosen at random; each one had a speci c symbolic meaning. For example, a lion

represented courage and , while an eagle symbolized strength and

vigilance.

Colors, or 'tinctures,' were also crucial in heraldry. Gold (or ye*ow) indicated

, while silver (or white) represented peace and sincerity. Blue, known

as 'azure,' was a symbol of loyalty and . Each heraldic design was

recorded in a 'ro* of arms,' an o.icial register, ensuring that no two designs were exactly

alike. This system of identi cation was vital in an era where many 

wore similar armor, making it di.icult to distinguish friend from foe.

Not only did heraldry serve practical purposes in battles, but it also became an important

part of medieval culture. It was a way for  to display their heritage and

achievements. Heraldic symbols could be found on everything from  to

tapestries, and they were often used in architecture and grave markers. Over time, the use of

heraldry expanded beyond the battle eld to become an integral part of medieval

, symbolizing status, heritage, and family history.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


