
In the Middle Ages,  began to grow rapidly in importance. These urban

centers were crucial for the  of trade and commerce. Initia�y, towns were

sma�, with  acting as the focal point for local and regional economies.

Over time, as  routes expanded, these towns became bustling hubs of

activity. Merchants from distant lands would bring  such as spices, silk,

and precious metals to trade. The introduction of  made transactions

easier, further boosting trade.

The streets of medieval towns were narrow and , !�ed with the sounds of

craftsmen and vendors. Each town had a guild, an  that regulated the

quality of goods and services, ensuring standards were met. The  also

provided support to its members, acting as an early form of social security. Festivals and

 were common, attracting people from far and wide, turning towns into

melting pots of cultures and ideas.

 was a major concern for these growing urban areas. To protect

themselves, towns built  and other forti!cations. Gates were closed at

 to keep out dangers such as bandits or hostile armies. Inside, the town

was governed by its own laws, often with a  at the helm, demonstrating

the growing autonomy and self-governance of towns.

This period marked the beginning of a signi!cant  in societal structure.

From a predominantly agrarian society, medieval England was moving towards a more commerce-

driven . This transformation laid the groundwork for the modern

economic  we see today. The rise of towns and trade during the medieval

era was a key factor in ending  and ushering in the Renaissance.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


