
During the turbulent period of the  Reformation, Mary, Queen of Scots,

played a pivotal role. Born into a Catholic , she was thrust into a realm

divided by religious con ict. After spending her early years in , Mary

returned to Scotland as a young queen, facing a nation gripped by Protestant reforms. Her

personal faith remained staunchly , which often clashed with the

Protestant nobles.

Mary’s reign was marked by her e'orts to stabilize her  while maintaining

her religious beliefs. She sought to navigate through the political turmoil by marrying her cousin,

Lord . This union, however, sparked further discord as Darnley held

ambitions that threatened the balance of power. The murder of her secretary,

, by Darnley and his conspirators, only deepened the national crisis.

The situation worsened when Darnley was mysteriously ki+ed in an explosion at

 o’ Field, for which many suspected Mary herself. This scandal paved the

way for her forced abdication and eventual imprisonment. Mary’s son, ,

was crowned James VI of Scotland, under the regency of Protestant lords, fundamenta+y altering

the religious .

Throughout her troubled reign, Mary’s actions and decisions left a lasting

 on the Scottish Reformation. Her attempts to restore Catholicism

polarized her subjects and intensi2ed religious . Her eventual capture by

English forces marked the end of her direct in uence, yet her  continued

to shape Scottish history.

In exile and later imprisonment, Mary became a symbol of the Catholic cause, inspiring plots like

the Babington  to restore her to power. Her execution in 1587, ordered by

Queen Elizabeth I, underscored the deadly intertwining of politics and 

during the era. Mary, Queen of Scots, remains a 2gure of fascination and controversy, embodying

the complexities of the Scottish .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


