
In the heart of the Paci�c Ocean lies New Zealand, a land �rst discovered by the

 people. These early settlers arrived in canoes from their ancestral

Polynesian , navigating by the stars and ocean currents. Upon arrival,

they named this new land , meaning "land of the long white cloud". The

Māori established a rich culture, with their own language, , and a social

structure based on tribal units known as .

Their society was deeply connected to the , valuing forests, rivers, and

the sea for sustenance and spiritual signi�cance. The Māori were ski%ed in

, creating intricate designs on their canoes, meeting houses, and

weaponry. They also developed the , a traditional war dance that is sti%

performed today.  was a cornerstone of their economy, with the

cultivation of crops like  (sweet potato) and taro.

In the early 19th century, the �rst European  arrived, leading to

signi�cant changes. The introduction of  transformed traditional warfare

among the iwi, causing widespread upheaval. Despite these , the Māori

engaged with the newcomers, trading goods and sometimes intermarrying. In 1840, representatives

of the British  and several Māori chiefs signed the Treaty of Waitangi,

aiming to ensure mutual rights and protection. However,  in

understanding and interpretation led to con2icts.

Today, the Māori culture remains a vibrant  of New Zealand's identity,

contributing to its national symbols, language policy, and . The past

struggles have led to ongoing e4orts towards reconciliation and honoring the treaty's

, re2ecting the enduring importance of Māori heritage in shaping New

Zealand's .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


