
In the early Middle Ages, Ireland was divided into numerous ,

each ruled by its own king. These kings often fought against each other for

 and power, but they a� shared a common culture known as

. The people of Gaelic Ireland lived mostly in rural areas, where

they farmed the  and raised cattle for living. Their society was

organized around the family unit, with  playing a central role in

their social structure. Each clan was led by a , who was often a

warrior of great respect. The Brehon Laws, a unique system of ,

governed every aspect of life, from property rights to personal

, emphasizing restorative rather than punitive justice. Druids

and , who were poets and scholars, held a special place in

society, preserving history and laws through  tradition.

Christianity arrived in the 5th century, and though it transformed many

 of Irish society, it blended with the existing Gaelic culture,

creating a distinctive Irish . Monasteries became centers of

learning and spirituality, contributing to the  cultural and

inte�ectual richness. Despite frequent  by Vikings and later

con+icts with the Normans, Gaelic Ireland retained its unique 

until the Tudor conquests began to erode its distinct social, legal, and cultural

.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


