
In the early medieval period, Anglo-Saxons settled in what is now known as ,

forming sma� communities and vi�ages. These settlements were often established near
 or natural resources, providing easy access to water and fertile land for

agriculture. Each  was home to a few dozen to several hundred people. The

heart of vi�age life was the , where the community's leader lived and where

people gathered for meetings, feasts, and celebrations. Surrounding the ha� were the
 of the vi�agers, typica�y constructed from wood with thatched roofs.

Farming was the main  of the Anglo-Saxons, with vi�agers working together to

cultivate crops and raise livestock. The  around the vi�age was divided into two

main parts: the arable land for  and the common land for grazing animals.

Tools used in farming were simple, often made from  or wood.

Social structure was evident even in these early communities. At the top was the vi�age leader or
, fo�owed by free peasants who owned or rented land. Below them were the

, who worked the lord's land in exchange for protection and a place to live.

Anglo-Saxon vi�ages were also known for their craftsmanship. , weavers, and

potters were essential, producing goods for use within the vi�age and for trade. Trade routes began to
develop, connecting  to larger towns and even overseas markets.

Religion played a signi(cant role in vi�age life. Initia�y, many Anglo-Saxons practiced
, but with the arrival of Christian missionaries in the 7th century, Christianity

began to spread, leading to the construction of churches within these communities.
The  spoken in these vi�ages laid the foundations for modern English. Old

English, a Germanic language brought by the , evolved over time, absorbing

Latin from the Romans and Norse from the .

Anglo-Saxon vi�ages were not isolated. They interacted with neighboring vi�ages and towns, forming a
network that was the precursor to the modern . These communities laid the

groundwork for English culture, law, and society that would develop in the  to

come.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


