
In medieval England, the  status of women was heavily in�uenced by

the laws of the time. Women were considered the  of their male

relatives, and their rights were severely limited. Marriage was often not a matter of

 choice, but rather a strategic a�iance to enhance family power and

. Once married, a woman’s identity was almost entirely absorbed by

her husband’s, making her  almost non-existent in legal terms.

Education for women was not a priority, and most could not  or write.

Their roles were con%ned to the home, where they managed households and took care of the

children. However,  did have some agency in areas such as managing

family estates during their ' absences, which sometimes provided

them with a degree of uno(icial .

In some cases, women could gain a measure of independence through widowhood. As

, they could own property and even run their own businesses. This was

one of the few ways in which a woman could exercise  autonomy.

Religion also played a role in the lives of medieval women. Some women found relative

freedom and  as nuns. In monasteries, they could receive education

and had the opportunity to write and teach, roles that were otherwise 

in the outside world.

Despite these oppressive conditions, there were notable exceptions of women who rose above

their prescribed . Figures like Eleanor of Aquitaine became in�uential

in politics, and others contributed signi%cantly to literature and the .

These exceptions, however, were not the norm and re�ect the extraordinary circumstances or

abilities needed to overcome the societal  of the time.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


