
In the early days of , the law played a crucial role in shaping society. When

the First Fleet arrived in 1788, it brought with it the  of England, marking

the beginning of a legal system that would evolve uniquely over time. The settlers established the #rst

 in New South Wales, where the governor had signi#cant legal powers. This

individual could enact laws and act as the supreme , a situation that lasted

until the establishment of civil courts.

The convicts transported to Australia were subject to harsh , re(ecting the

strictness of the legal system. However, as the population grew and more free

 arrived, the demand for a more sophisticated legal framework increased.

The 1823 New South Wales Act marked a pivotal  by introducing a legislative

council, though it was sti, appointed by the Crown.

By the mid-19th century, each  had developed its own parliament and legal

system, albeit sti, under British in(uence. The  era brought a signi#cant

in(ux of people and wealth, further necessitating legal reforms. It was during this

 that the Eureka Stockade occurred, a rebe,ion that highlighted the need for

land and voting reforms.

The path towards a federated  in 1901 was also a legal cha,enge, involving

negotiations and agreements between the colonies to form the  of Australia.

This new nation adopted a federal system of government, with a Constitution that outlined the

distribution of legal  between the federal government and the states.

Throughout these developments, Indigenous  were often marginalized by the

legal system, which failed to recognize their traditional laws and land  until

much later in the 20th century. The Mabo case of 1992 was a landmark decision that overturned the

 of terra nu,ius and recognized Indigenous Australians' rights to their land.

Today, the legal  in Australia re(ects its complex history, with in(uences

from Indigenous practices, British law, and the unique  of Australian society.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


