
In the  of early South Africa, language played a crucial role in shaping

the . Various ethnic groups, each with its own unique language, coexisted

in this region. The , known for their distinctive click sounds, were among

the earliest inhabitants. With the arrival of -speaking people, the

linguistic map of South Africa began to change signi#cantly. These new 

introduced languages that would become dominant in many parts of the country.

The  arrived in the 17th century, adding another layer to South Africa's

linguistic diversity. They established a  at the Cape of Good Hope, where

Dutch was spoken alongside the indigenous languages. Over time, Dutch evolved into

, a language unique to South Africa, in,uenced by various local

languages. This new language became a symbol of  for many South

Africans, especia-y in the context of colonialism and the struggle for .

English was introduced in the 19th century, when the British took control of the Cape Colony. This

added to the linguistic  of the region. English and Afrikaans became the

main languages of , education, and commerce, which had a signi#cant

impact on the other languages spoken in South Africa.

The  era saw language being used as a tool for segregation, with

Afrikaans and  being prioritized over indigenous languages. However, the

end of apartheid led to a new  that recognized 11 o2icial languages,

aiming to respect and promote the country's diverse linguistic heritage. This

 was a step towards healing the divisions of the past and acknowledging

the importance of language in the identity and  of a- South Africans.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


