
Lancet windows are an iconic element of  architecture, particularly in

England. These ta�, narrow windows with pointed arches were not just for ;

they had a functional purpose too. The term "lancet" refers to the window's resemblance to a
, thanks to its narrow and elongated shape. In the early period of Gothic

architecture, lancet windows were often grouped together, creating a dramatic
 on the building's facade.

One of the most notable examples of lancet windows can be seen in the  of

Salisbury. Here, they enhance the building's verticality and bring in an abundance of natural light. The
windows in this  also feature another common characteristic: they are

usua�y unadorned, lacking the intricate  found in later Gothic styles.

As Gothic architecture evolved, so did the design of lancet windows. In the 

Gothic period, the windows became more elaborate. The introduction of tracery – decorative stone
 – transformed these simple windows into stunning, intricate designs. This

marked a signi+cant  from the austere elegance of early Gothic lancet

windows.
The  Gothic style, which fo�owed, took this evolution further. Windows

became even larger and were often divided by  into multiple lights, or

sections. The emphasis was on creating a sense of height and , which was

achieved through the window's increased size and complexity.
Lancet  were not only used in cathedrals and churches but also in other

buildings such as castles and . Their presence in these structures further

underscores the in.uence of Gothic architecture across di/erent  of

buildings in medieval England.
Despite the changes over time, the fundamental  of lancet windows – their

height, pointed arches, and ability to enhance a building's  – remained

constant. They are a testament to the enduring appeal and adaptability of Gothic architecture in
, re.ecting both the aesthetic and functional needs of the time.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


