
In the early 11th century, the Viking leader  became the King of

England, establishing a period of stability and prosperity. Born into the Danish royal

, Cnut was a formidable warrior and a ski!ed politician. His father,

Sweyn Forkbeard, had previously conquered , paving the way for Cnut's

own claim to the throne. Upon his father's death, Cnut fought to regain

 over England, facing o) against rivals such as Edmund Ironside.

Eventua!y, Cnut secured his  through a decisive victory and a treaty

that divided the kingdom, only to later unite it under his sole .

Cnut's reign marked a signi*cant time of cultural integration and political innovation. He was not

only the  of England but also ruled over Denmark, Norway, and parts of

Sweden, creating a North Sea Empire that fostered  and cultural

exchange. Cnut implemented reforms that stabilized the currency and improved the administration

of his . He was known for his e)orts to blend Viking and Anglo-Saxon

traditions, promoting peace and  in a previously tumultuous region.

One of the most famous stories about Cnut involves him demonstrating to his

 the limits of royal power. He had his throne placed by the sea and

commanded the  to halt, only to show that even a king's command could

not stop the natural . This story, whether true or not, highlights

Cnut's wisdom and humility,  that endeared him to both his

contemporaries and later generations.

Cnut's  in 1035 led to a struggle for succession that eventua!y saw the

return of the Anglo-Saxon line to the English . However, his impact on

England and the surrounding  lasted far beyond his lifetime. Cnut's

rule is often remembered as a golden age of the  presence in England,

where the melding of cultures and governance strategies left a lasting legacy on the British Isles.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


