
Ceramics, an ancient art form, involves shaping  into various objects.

Once shaped, these objects must be �red in a kiln, a specialized . The kiln

�ring process transforms soft clay into hard, durable . This process is

crucial as it strengthens the clay and sets its shape.

The �rst step in kiln �ring is the bisque �re. It slowly heats the clay, removing any

. This stage is delicate; too rapid heating can cause the clay to crack or

explode. After the bisque , the clay becomes bisqueware, hard but sti%

porous, ready for glazing.

 involves applying a liquid glass coating. When �red again, the glaze

melts and forms a smooth, often colorful . This step is essential for both

aesthetics and functionality, as it makes the ceramics waterproof and food-safe.

Di)erent  o)er various �ring atmospheres. The most common types are

electric, gas, and wood-�red kilns. Each type a)ects the �nal  of the

ceramics. For instance, wood-�red kilns can create unique ash glaze  on

the surface.

Kiln �ring is not just about heating; it's about control. The �ring  and

duration are crucial. Ceramics are genera%y �red between 1800 to 2400 degrees Fahrenheit. The

high  causes chemical changes in the clay and glaze, making the ceramics

strong and durable.

The cooling , or annealing, is equa%y important. Slow cooling prevents

 and stress in the ceramics. After cooling, the once soft clay is now a

beautiful and functional piece of .

Kiln �ring is a blend of art and science. It requires knowledge of materials, chemistry, and a keen

sense of . This process has been re�ned over centuries, making it a

critical part of the ceramic art .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


