
Kerry James  is an in�uential �gure in the world of

, especia�y known for his contributions to African-American visual

arts. His paintings often depict scenes from everyday  of African-

Americans, bringing to light the beauty and complexity of their experiences. Marsha� was

born in , Alabama, in 1955, a time and place marked by signi�cant

racial . This backdrop in�uenced his work, as he aimed to address the

lack of African-American �gures in  art history. Through his use of

vibrant  and large-scale formats, Marsha� draws attention to his

subjects in a powerful way. His artwork is not just about representation; it's a

 of African-American culture and a critique of its marginalization in

mainstream art. One of his most famous series, "  Housing,"

showcases the lives of people living in government-subsidized housing, cha�enging the

 and stigmas attached to them. Marsha�’s commitment to featuring

black �gures is a deliberate e0ort to  their presence in art ga�eries

and museums. He once said, "You can’t be born in  in 1955 and grow

up in South Central near the Black Panthers headquarters and not 

like you’ve got some kind of social responsibility." This sense of duty is evident in his work,

which is both a mirror and a  into the African-American experience.

Despite the progress made, Marsha� believes there is sti� much work to be done in achieving

racial  in the art world. His legacy is not just in the beautiful

paintings he creates but in his ability to inspire future generations of African-American

 to express their truth through art.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


