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Justices of the Peace in History

1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
Use all gap words!

Long ago, in , The need for maintaining law and order led fo the creation

of a position known as the Justice of the (JP). Initially, these JPs were

responsible for ensuring that was kept in their jurisdictions, focusing

on minor offenses and local disputes. Over time, the role of the JP to

include more duties, such as overseeing local matters and even

participating in the early stages of criminal

The first JPs were appointed in the 12th century, but their importance grew significantly in the 14th

century when the of Winchester established their roles more formally.

These early JPs were usually or other influential members of society

who could be trusted fo administer justice fairly. They held reqular sessions in

courts, dealing with a range of issues from petty theft o public

drunkenness.

One of the key features of the JPs’ role was their ability o work

without payment, which was seen as a mark of their commitment fo the

Their courts, known as Petty Sessions or Hagis’rra’res' Courts, became the foundation of the

system in rural areas.
As society evolved, so did the role of the JP. By the 19th , Their duties

had expanded further to include registration of births, marriages, and deaths, as well as oversight of

forces in some cases. The modernization of the legal system in the

20th century saw a professionalization of the , but JPs continued to

serve, embodying the principle of community involvement in justice.

Today, Justices of the Peace still play a vital in English Law, especially in

minor criminal and civil cases. Their contribution to the legal system highlights the enduring value

of involvement in governance and the administration of justice.
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