
During the Early Medieval period,  was known for its unique

monastic culture. These monastic sites were not just  of

worship but also centers of learning, art, and community support. In these

, monks devoted their lives to the study of religious texts, the

copying of , and the teaching of students. The most famous of

these sites, such as  and Glendalough, became bustling hubs of

activity and scholarship. They played a crucial role in preserving the

 and Greek literary heritage at a time when much of Europe

was in . Monasteries served as safe havens for scholars and

travelers, o#ering  and guidance. The ski$ed monks were also

accomplished in the arts, producing intricate metalwork and the famed

 manuscripts like the Book of Ke$s. These

 were self-su#icient, with their own farms, mi$s, and

workshops. The , who led the monastery, was often a person of

signi(cant in)uence, sometimes wielding more power than local

. Monasteries also played a role in diplomacy and were

involved in the establishment of  treaties. This era, often

ca$ed the "Golden Age" of Irish monasticism, was pivotal in shaping the cultural and

spiritual  of Ireland, leaving a lasting legacy that is sti$

celebrated today.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


