
In the Middle Ages,  was not united under a single ruler. Instead,

it was divided into many sma� kingdoms, each with its own .

However, one king might claim superiority over the others and be acknowledged as the

 King. This title, though prestigious, did not always grant

absolute , and the High King's in!uence varied over time. The role

of the High King was both political and , serving as a symbol of

unity among the Irish people. One of the most famous High Kings was

 Boru, who is remembered for his victory at the Battle of

 in 1014. This battle was signi(cant not just for its outcome, but

also for demonstrating the  of maintaining control over the

disparate Irish kingdoms. The High Kings ruled from the  of Tara,

which was the ceremonial and spiritual heart of Ireland. They were chosen based on a

system of , which was a unique form of succession. Unlike

primogeniture, where the eldest  inherits the throne, tanistry

involved electing a successor from among the male members of the

, ensuring that the most capable leader would take over. Despite

their e-orts to unite Ireland, the High Kings faced constant  for

supremacy, both from within their territories and from 

invaders. These struggles for power i�ustrate the complex social and political

 of Medieval Ireland.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


