
Increase Mather was a prominent Puritan  in New

England. He played a signi�cant role during the Salem Witch Trials. Mather was

the  of Harvard Co"ege and a respected voice in the

community. He wrote several  on witchcraft and its

dangers. His most famous work was "Cases of 

Concerning Evil Spirits". This book was a major in'uence on the trials. Mather

believed in the existence of , but he was also cautious

about false accusations. He urged the court to rely on solid

 and not just on testimonies. Mather's in'uence helped

to end the trials when he criticized the  of spectral

evidence, which was based on dreams and visions. His leadership was crucial in

restoring  to the community. Increase Mather's e,orts

were pivotal in changing the  of the trials and in

protecting innocent people from being unjustly . He

emphasized the importance of a fair judicial process. His actions demonstrated

his commitment to  and rational thinking.
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