
Horace Walpole, the  of the �rst British Prime Minister, Sir Robert Walpole,

was an  and politician known for his signi�cant contributions to English

literature, particularly through his novel, "The  of Otranto." Published in

, this work is widely regarded as the �rst Gothic novel, laying the foundation

for a genre that would 'ourish in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. "The Castle of Otranto"

combines elements of , horror, and medieval history, introducing readers to

the  and supernatural aspects that have come to de�ne the Gothic tradition.

Walpole's fascination with medieval architecture was not just limited to his .

He also expressed it through the construction of his home, Strawberry 

House, which he transformed into a Gothic-style . This personal project

exempli�ed the Gothic Revival in architecture, in'uencing the aesthetic preferences of the

.

The impact of "The Castle of Otranto" on literature cannot be understated. It opened the door for

future authors like  Radcli1e, Matthew Lewis, and later, Mary She3ey, to

explore themes of terror, the supernatural, and the sublime. Walpole's innovative use of setting and

atmosphere as integral elements of his story was a departure from the more straightforward

narratives of the time, adding a layer of depth and  to his work.

Moreover, Walpole's novel introduced the concept of the  hero, a character

type that would become a staple in Gothic literature and beyond. This archetype, characterized by a

complex personality and a dark, brooding , was further developed by authors

such as Lord Byron and Emily Bronte, showcasing Walpole's lasting in'uence on the character

development in English literature.

In essence, Horace Walpole's "The Castle of Otranto" not only marked the 

of the Gothic novel but also heralded a new era in storyte3ing, where the exploration of human

emotions, the supernatural, and the dark corners of the past became central themes. His legacy is a

testament to the enduring appeal of the  imagination.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


