
Henry VIII was a pivotal �gure in the history of . He ascended the throne

in 1509 and was initia�y a devout Catholic, even earning the title "Defender of the

" from the Pope. However, his personal desires led to a monumental

shift in religious  for his country. Henry's infamous desire for a male

heir and his subsequent marital issues were the  for this change.

When the Pope refused to annul his marriage to Catherine of , Henry

took radical actions. He decided to establish the  of England in 1534,

breaking away from the Roman Catholic Church. This act, known as the Act of

, declared Henry the Supreme Head of the Church of England. The

 of this church marked the beginning of the 

in England, a movement that had already begun to reshape much of .

The English Reformation was di1erent from that in other parts of Europe, as it was more about

political sovereignty and less about theological . Under Henry's rule,

the monasteries were dissolved, redistributing wealth and land from the church to the

 and its supporters. This redistribution helped to strengthen the

position of the  and altered the socio-economic landscape of England.

Henry's actions led to the  of a distinctly English Protestantism, which

was further developed by his successors. His , Queen Elizabeth I, would

later establish a moderate form of Protestantism known as the Elizabethan

 Settlement. This blend of moderate Protestant beliefs under a strong

central  set the foundation for modern Anglicanism. Through these

actions, Henry VIII inadvertently laid the  for a religious

transformation that would have lasting e1ects on England and its global

.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


