
Gothic architecture, a style that �ourished in Europe during the , is famous for

its impressive and ornate structures, particularly in . One of the key elements

of this architectural style is the , an upper level of a church or cathedral ��ed

with windows. These  are not just decorative; they serve a vital purpose in Gothic

buildings. The clerestory a�ows natural  to �ood the interior of the church,

creating an ethereal and spiritual atmosphere.

The  of clerestories in Gothic architecture is intricate and thoughtful. The

windows often feature , which depicts religious scenes and saints. This not only

adds to the aesthetic beauty of the  but also educates the congregation through

imagery. The  of these windows is signi�cant as we�. They are typica�y situated

above the aisles, a�owing for the  of the nave to be higher and more imposing.

In England, Gothic architecture took on a unique . English Gothic is known for its

longer, linear designs, as opposed to the more vertical style seen in French .

This in�uenced the design of the clerestory windows. In many English cathedrals, such as the

 of Canterbury, the clerestory windows are elongated and more numerous,

maximizing the amount of  entering the building.

Another important aspect of clerestory windows in Gothic architecture is their contribution to the

structural  of the building. By a�owing for higher wa�s and narrower supports,

these windows helped  create larger, more open spaces within the church. The

use of  and �ying buttresses also played a key role in supporting the weight of

the roof and a�owing for larger clerestory windows.

The  of clerestory windows on the overa� ambiance of Gothic cathedrals cannot

be understated. They create a sense of awe and wonder, uplifting the  of a� who

enter. The interplay of light and shadow, coupled with the colorful storyte�ing of the stained glass, makes

the clerestory a de�ning  of Gothic architecture, particularly in the majestic

cathedrals of England.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


