
In medieval England, the  played a central role not just in religion but

also in daily life. Gothic architecture emerged as a symbol of this in�uence. With its pointed

arches and towering spires, the style aimed to reach towards the . The

 rst Gothic structure was the Abbey Church of Saint Denis in France, but it quickly spread

across . In England, one of the most famous examples is the

Canterbury . This building showcases the typical Gothic features like

ribbed  and stained glass windows, which were not just artistic, but had

a spiritual purpose to draw the  upwards towards the divine.

Windows in Gothic  were larger and more intricate than those in

earlier buildings. They often depicted biblical  that educated the

public, who were mostly i)iterate at that time. Each window served as a visual sermon,

i)ustrating lessons from the . The height of the structures was not

just for aesthetic pleasure but also represented the  of God. This

architectural style also included �ying , which a)owed buildings to be

ta)er and more stable.

The design of these churches involved not just , but entire

communities. Local townspeople would sometimes donate money or ,

which showed the communal spirit of the age. The construction of a Gothic church could take

over a , making it a generational e+ort. These buildings were not only

places of worship but also served as social and cultural  in medieval

towns.

Thus, Gothic architecture in medieval England was not merely about .

It was deeply intertwined with the social and spiritual lives of the people, re�ecting the

pervasive  of the church at that time.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


