
In medieval times,  was known for its distinct culture and society. This

era, often referred to as Gaelic Ireland, was characterized by its unique social structures and

traditions. The  were the fundamental social units, with each clan

contro�ing its own territory. At the top of the social hierarchy stood the ,

who ruled over larger areas and were often in con!ict with each other.

The  laws, a set of ancient legal codes, governed daily life. These laws

were unique because they were based on a system of "nes rather than imprisonment. Art and music

were highly valued in Gaelic Ireland. The , who were poets and musicians,

played a crucial role in society. They composed songs and poems that told stories of heroes and

history.

Religion also played a signi"cant role. Before the arrival of Christianity, the

 were the primary religious "gures. They were known for their connection

to nature and their role in Celtic rituals. After Christianity arrived, it blended with the existing

Celtic beliefs, creating a distinctive form of Irish Christianity.

Education was highly regarded, with many  serving as centers of learning.

These institutions preserved not only religious texts but also knowledge of science and history. The

Irish language, or , was the spoken and written language of the time. This

language is sti� spoken in some parts of Ireland today, known as the Gaeltacht

.

One of the most famous cultural legacies of medieval Ireland is the I�uminated

. These were religious texts, beautifu�y decorated with intricate designs

and colors. The most famous of these is the  of Ke�s, which is renowned

for its stunning artwork and craftsmanship.

This period in Ireland’s  is celebrated for its rich cultural heritage,

in!uencing not just Ireland but also the wider .
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


