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flying_Buttresses and Englich Gothic Architecture

1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
Use all gap words!

Gothic architecture, known for its grandeur and intricacy, flourished in

during the late medieval period. A key feature of this style is the flying buttress, an architectural
element that allowed builders to reach new heights and create lighter, airier structures. These
are external supports that transfer the weight of the roof and walls
outward and downward. Without them, the towering walls of Gothic cathedrals, often filed with large
, would not withstand the pressure.

Canterbury Cathedral, one of the most famous Gothic buiLdings in EngLand, showcases the beauty
and functionality of ﬂying buttresses. They enabled the creation of fall, slender walls with
expansive s1'ained—gtass , Telling stories of faith and history. Another

notable example is York Minster, which impresses with its intricate designs and sheer size. Here,

the flying are not just functional but also add to the aesthetic appeal,

with detailed carvings and statues.
Flying buttresses are more than just structural elements; they represent a significant shift in
architectural . Earlier Romanesque buildings were characterized by thick

walls and small windows. The advent of the ﬂying buttress in Gothic architecture allowed for more
natural Ligh’r and an overall more feeting inside the cathedrals. This

change was not only a technical achievement but also had symbolic signiﬁcance, as Ligh’r was

associated with the divine in medieval

The use of ﬂying buttresses also marked a shift towards a more community-oriented approach in
cathedral construction. Many Gothic cathedrals, incLuding those in Engtand, were built with the
support and labor of local . This sense of collective effort and pride is

still evident in these magniﬁcen‘r structures, centuries later.
In summary, the ﬂying buttress is a vital component of Gothic architecture in EngLand,
representing both a technical innovation and a symbol of the eras spiritual and communal

. These structures continue to inspire awe and admiration for their

beauty and engineering
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