
During the High Middle Ages,  was the dominant social system in

England. Lords owned vast amounts of land, which was worked by

 known as serfs. These serfs were bound to the land, unable to

leave without the lord's . In exchange for their labor, they were

o#ered protection and a sma% plot of  to work for themselves.

At the top of the feudal system was the , who granted large

estates to his most loyal fo%owers, the . These nobles then

pledged their a%egiance to the king, becoming his . The nobles

had their own vassals, the , who were granted sma%er plots of

land in exchange for military service. Castles dotted the ,

serving as forti'ed homes for the nobility and protection for the surrounding

communities. The  also played a pivotal role, owning vast tracts

of land and in(uencing both spiritual and daily life. Markets and

 were common, where peasants could se% their surplus produce

and  their crafts. Education was mostly in the hands of the

church, with  and cathedrals being centers of learning. Despite

the rigid social structure, the period saw signi'cant  in trade

and cities, laying the foundations for the modern era. However, life was not easy; serfs

faced hard  and a% members of society were subject to the

whims of nature, such as  and disease.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


