
During the , a revolutionary period in  and

culture, portraiture became a key way for artists to showcase individual .

Unlike the medieval times, which focused more on religious and symbolic themes, Renaissance
artists aimed to capture the  and  of their

subjects. This era, spanning from the 14th to the 17th century, was marked by a rebirth of interest
in the  ideals of ancient Greece and Rome, in#uencing artists to study

 and perspective to create more lifelike images.

One of the most famous Renaissance artists,  da Vinci, painted the iconic

, renowned for her enigmatic smile. This masterpiece exempli'es the

period's fascination with realism and the subtle complexities of human .

Artists like Michelangelo and Raphael also contributed signi'cantly to portraiture, infusing their
subjects with a sense of  and depth.

Renaissance portraiture was not just about capturing physical appearance; it was also about
i,ustrating the , interests, and even the  of the

person. Wealthy patrons, including members of the  and the burgeoning

class of merchants, commissioned portraits to display their power, wealth, and taste in
.

The use of oil  became increasingly popular during this time, a,owing for

greater detail and vibrancy in colors. This medium enabled artists to achieve a variety of textures
and depths, from the intricate lace of a gown to the soft skin of a face, making the portraits
remarkably .

Through these portraits, we gain insight into the Renaissance's rich 

values, the importance of individualism, and the unending quest for knowledge and beauty. The
legacy of Renaissance portraiture continues to in#uence modern ,

reminding us of the power of the human  to convey complex narratives

and emotions.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


