
In the heart of West Africa lies the vast country of , a land with a rich

tapestry of cultures and an impressive expanse of the Sahara Desert. Its capital,
, stands on the banks of the Niger River, serving as a vital hub for

commerce and culture in the . The country is named after this majestic

river, which plays a crucial role in the lives of its , providing essential

water for agriculture and daily life. The population of Niger is a mosaic of
 groups, each contributing to the nation's diverse cultural heritage.

Among these groups, the Hausa and the Zarma-Songhai are the most ,

known for their vibrant traditions and histories. Despite its natural beauty and cultural wealth,
Niger faces signi(cant . It is one of the world's poorest countries,

grappling with environmental issues like , which threatens its already

scarce arable land. Education and healthcare remain areas in need of  to

enhance the quality of life for its citizens. The economy of Niger is heavily reliant on
 and the extraction of resources such as uranium, which is a double-

edged . While it provides vital revenue, it also makes the country

susceptible to ,uctuations in global  prices. However, the spirit of the

Nigerien people is . They (nd joy and pride in their cultural festivals,

music, and art, which continue to thrive despite the adversities. The 

region, a transitional zone between the Sahara and more fertile lands to the
, is key to understanding Niger's environmental and social dynamics.

This  faces the brunt of climate change e-ects, highlighting the urgent

need for sustainable . Niger's role in Africa and the world is

multifaceted, acting as a guardian of ancient  and a witness to the

cha.enges of modernity.
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	task: 1. Fill in the gaps with the right words!
2. Scan the QR code to check your answers interactively!
3. Copy the text in your exercise book!
4. Formulate the content of the text yourself!
    Use all gap words!


